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The Hidden Years 
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By REv. G. CAMPBELL MORGAN. 


*“Thou art My beloved Son ; in Thee I am 
well pleased.””— Mark i. 11. 


““Ts not this the carpenter ?”—Mark vi. 3. 


HE Soul’s first true vis- 
ion of Jesus is of Him 
as Saviour. It is when this 
relationship of pardon and 
healing is established, and not 
until then, that He becomes 
an exemplar, “ leaving yeu an 
example, that ye should follow 
His steps.” 
He is, however, more than 
an example in any ordinary 
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acceptation of that term, for 
He not only reveals to us the 
pattern of our lives, He com- 
municates the power by which 
we “may grow up into Him 
in all things,” reproducing in 
actual living the perfect and 
wondrous ideal. 

We must clearlyunderstand 
that man can only enter the 
life of Jesus by the way of 
His death; that death being 
the gate, not only to eternal 
life, as it stretches beyond 
this place and time of conflict, 
but also to the eternal life 
which we live to-day, in direct 
and positive communion with 
Himself. 

Having known Him as the 
Saviour, and having at the 
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Cross found our way into the 
realm of life, He then becomes 
our example, and all that He | 
is in the revelation of the 
fourfold Gospel, marks His 
intention for His people, for 
He wills that they should be 
like Him. 

Let us seek to learn the 
‘purpose of Christ for His dis- 
ciples in one particular de- 
partment of life. 

It is not given to every 
man or woman to serve God 
in public places; the great 
majority must live their lives 
outside any prominent sphere, 
and as part of a very small 
circle of relatives and ac- 
quaintances. Men will not 
hear even the names of the 
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great mass of the people who 
are living their life through- 
out the world to-day. None 
know less of the masses, than 
do the masses. I want to 
know what there is in the 
life of Jesus helpful to the 
individuals that compose these 
crowds. 

Weare accustomed to think 
of Him as one in public 
ministry, as the man of the 
market place and the crowd, 
the teacher who “spake as 
never man spake,” the healer 
whose touch brought life and 
blessing to hundreds, the man 
who rebuked sin in high 
places, and spoke words of 
infinitely sweet pity and 
kindness to the child and 
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the young disciple; but the 
greater part of His life was 
not lived in those places 
where we have grown most 
familiar with Him, but in that 
quiet seclusion, where the 
great crowd of men and 
women will always live. Yet 
how little we know concerning 
that period, how meagre is the 
biblical information. I do 
not say it is not enough, I 
believe it is enough, but in 
the mere matter of words 
how small it is. I have the 
story of His birth, and then 
I lose sight of Him for 
twelve years. Then I see 
Him again going out to His 
Jewish confirmation, becom- 
ing the son of the law in that 
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Jewish congregation, asking 
questions of the doctors and 
answering theirs. A wonder- 
ful glimpse, a glittering flash, 
and then I lose Him again 
for eighteen years, at the end 
of which time He comes to be 
baptized of John in Jordan, 
and begins His public min- 
istry, and I see a few rapid 
pictures of miracles and tears, 
and love and sympathy, and 
He is gone! If you will 
write, in the manner in which 
the lives of the men of to-day 
are written, the story of the 
daily life of Jesus, how meagre 
it is. 

What of those eighteen 
years? Where was He? 
What was He doing? As 
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one whom He has ordained 
to preach His gospel in this 
public ministry, I am in- 
tensely interested in the way 
He spoke to men, and acted 
among men, in His public 
years ; but the majority will 
feel that they would be better 
served by a revelation of how 
‘He acted amid the common- 
place surroundings of every- 
day life. 

Let us then try and 
see Him in those hidden 
years. The two verses that 
I have read are the only two 
that give us any definite or 
detailed account of what Jesus 
was doing from the time He 
was twelve until He was about 
thirty. Take the two. state- 
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ments and fix them on your 
minds fora moment: “ Thou 
art My beloved Son ; ‘in Thee 
I am well pleased ;” “Is not 
this the carpenter?” These 
two passages supply the story 
of the eighteen years. /esus 
was a carpenter pleasing God. 
But is it fair to put them 
together like that? I think 
you will see that it iss Upon 
what occasion did that Divine 
voice speak? On the occa- 
sion of the baptism. Jesus 
[had left behind all the doings 
of those quiet, peaceful years, 
and was at the dividing 
line between private and 
public life. He was leaving 
behind Him the years of His 
obscurity, and coming out into 
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the fierce light that ever beats 
upon a public teacher. And 
there, at the parting of the 
ways, God lit up all the years — 
that had gone, with the sweet 
words of approval, “Thou 
art My beloved Son; in 
Thee / am well pleased.” It 
could not have been a pro- 
nouncement upon the temp- 
tation of the wilderness ; that 
was as yet an untried path- 
way. It could not have been 
a declaration of the Divine 
pleasure with Gethsemane’s 
garden and Calvary’s Cross ; 
they were still to be reached. 
No, it must have been a refer- 
ence to the past, so that 
whatever else J know, or do ¥* 
not know, about the hidden 
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years of the life of Jesus, this 
one thing is certain, that 
through them all, He pleased 
God, for God put His seal 
upon them when they were 
closing behind Him, and the 
new years were opening be- 
fore Him, saying, “I am well 
|__pleased.” You remember how 
after that pronouncement, He 
went to the wilderness and 
was tempted, and after that 
temptation he went to Gali- 
lee in the power of the Spirit 
and began His public minis- 
try, and you find Him going 
at the early part thereof down 
to Nazareth, the place where 
He had been brought up. 
It was a small-town, a kind 
of hamlet on the hillside, of 
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perhaps three thousand in- 
habitants. 

This young man _ comes — 
back to His boyhood’s home, 
where everyone knows Him. 
He goes to the Synagogue 
as was His custom on the 
Sabbath day, and reads out of 
the book, and then He talks 
to the assembled people, 
and they look at Him, 
and listen, wonder depicted 
on their faces. Can you 
not see the picture? That 
little Synagogue, the old 
Jewish people, with keen 
faces watching the speaker, 
and then turning to each 
other saying, “Whence hath 
this man these things? We 
know Him perfectly well; He 


18 The Hidden Years 


is the carpenter.” Yes, they 
know Him; they have watched 
Him toiling day after day, 
month after month, in the 
workshop, bending over the 
bench with the tools of His 
craft in His hand. They 
cannot account for Him as 
a teacher, because they did 
not account for Him as a 
toiler. 

Markthen what these people 


. said about Him. Other men 


made the blunder of saying 
He was the son of the car- 
penter, but these men, by a 
sudden flash, light up for us 
the eighteen years by asking, 
“Is not this the carpenter ?” 
1 have now two facts concern- 
ing this period. I have the 
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testimony of the men who 
knew Him best, and the 
testimony of God who knew 
Him better even than they. 
Let us first take the human 
declaration, “Is not this the 
carpenter?” and hold it in 
the light of the Divine, “In 
Thee I am well pleased ;” 
and then let us take the 
Divine revelation, “ Thou art 
My beloved Son,” and hold it 
in the light of the human, “Is 
not this the carpenter?” 
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I. 


FIRSTLY, THEN, THE HUMAN 
PRONOUNCEMENT IN 
THE LIGHT OF THE 
DIVINE. 


I do not want to hide the 
majesty of this sweet word, 
the “carpenter,” by any mul- 
tiplication of words of mine. 
If any of you paint pictures, 
have you not sometimes been 
annoyed at the way in which 
men have framed them? You 
invite your friends’ attention 
to the work of art and they ex- 
claim, “What a lovely frame!” 
and do not seem to see the 
picture. Wesometimes frame 
the picture of God’s words in 
ike manner. Let us express 
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ourselves so that the picture 
is seen and not the frame. 
“Ts not this the carpenter ?” 
For the greater part of 
the life of Jesus, He worked 
with His own hands for His 
‘own living. That brings the 
‘Son of God, in living, pulsa- 
ting life, close to every man 
: who works. There is a/ 
beautiful tradition that Jo- 
seph, His reputed father, died 
while Jesus was yet a child, 
and so He worked, not merely 
to earn His own living, but 
to keep the little home to- 
gether in Nazareth, and Mary 
and the younger-members of 
the family depended upon 
-His-toil.- That~is“a beautiful 
tradition. It may be true, but 
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I do not press it. But, this 
one fact is of the utmost im- 
portance— He worked for His 
living. ~ > 

“Oh! that we may derive the 
strength and comfort from this 
fact which it is calculated to 
afford. Business men, youwho 
have been at work all the 
week, and have been harassed 
by daily labours, and are_ 
weary and tired, and seeking 
for new inspiration, this Jesus, | 
whose name has become a 
name of sweetness and love, 
was not a king upon a throne ; 
He was not for the greater 
part of His life a teacher, with 
the thrill and excitement of 
public life to buoy Him up. 
No, the long years ran on, 
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and He was doing what some 
of you speak of as “the daily 
round, the common task.”. 
The man Jesus rose at day- 
break, and, picking up his 
tools, made yokes and tables, 
in order that He might have 
something to eat, and that, 

not for a brief period, but for 
' eighteen years. He was an 
apprentice boy, a young man 
improving His craft, a master 
in His little shop, with the 
shavings round Him and the 
tools about Him. That is 
the human picture. But that 
human picture becomes su- 
premely precious to me as the 
light of the Divine falls upon 
it. The eighteen years are 
over, the tools are laid aside, 
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His feet will no more make 
music as He walks among the 
rustling shavings. God says, 
“Tam pleased.” It may have 
meant that God was pleased 
with Jesus, because in those 
years He lived in the realm 
of the spiritual rather than 
the material. I believe it did 
mean that, but I am not going 
to dwell upon it. It may 
have meant that He was care- 
ful to think of, and pray for, 
and teach the younger mem- 
bers of His household, or that 
He was regular in His atten- 
dance upon ihe services of 
the synagogue. I think it 
did mean that, because I read, 
“He went to the synagogue, 
as was His custom on the 
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Sabbath day.” But I want 
to know what God meant 
about the shop, and I am 
going to suggest to you two 
things. In the first place— 
and you will forgive this way 
of putting it, because I want 
the truth of it to abide upon 
- your hearts, and if the phras- 
ing be not elegant, I want it 
to be forceful—it meant that 
Jesus had never done in that 
carpenters shop a piece of 
work such as we speak of in 
the closing years of the nine- 
teenth century as_ being 
“shoddy work.” “/ am 
pleased.” God could not 
have been pleased with car- 
pentry that was scamped, any 
more than with blasphemous 
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praise. “Iam pleased,” and 
every bit of work has on it 
the light of Divine truth. 
When Jesus sent out from 
that carpenter’s shop yokes 
that the farmers would use, 
they were so fashioned and 
finished that they would gall 
no ox. “Take My yoke upon 
you” gathers force and 
strength as an_ illustration 
from the fidelity of the car- 
penter’s shop. When Jesus 
said, “ Take My yoke,” it was 
because He knew that it 
would not gall: it would be 
finished and perfect. Some- 
times we have overshadowed 
the carpenter's shop with 
Calvary’s cross. We have no 
right to do it. We have come 
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to forget the fidelity of the 
Son of God in the little de- 
tails of life, as we have gazed 
upon His magnificent  tri- 
umphs in the places of passion 
and conflict. We should ever 
‘remember that the final 
triumph was the natural out- 
come of the victories won in 
* little things. 

In the second place, the 
Divine approval meant that 
the influence of the life had 
been pure and bright and 
good. You all know the 
effect of influence. What sort 
of influence has He exerted? 
Pure and strong! I have sat 
sometimes in meditative mood, 
and thought of my beloved 
Lord, and tried to carry my- 
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self back with all the interests 
that are nearest to my heart 
into that land and that time 
when He was on earth, and I 
have thought—If I could just 
have taken my boy and ap- 
prenticed him to that Car- 
penter, what a blessed thing 
it would have been. I don’t 
think Jesus would have given 
him the 119th Psalm. to learn 
before he came to work in 
the morning, or have been 
talking to him for evermore 
about heaven and getting 
ready for it, and hell and 
shunning it. But He would 
have lived a bright, strong, 
glad life before him, for no 
life ever touched the life of 
the Son of God, without be- 
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coming brighter and purer and 
stronger for the contact ; and 
so, when the years of the car- 
penter’s shop are over, God 
sets His seal of approval 
upon them—first, because the 
work has been well done, and 
secondly, because the influ- 
ence of the life has been true 
and right and noble. 
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Il. 


SECONDLY, THE DIVINE PRO- 
NOUNCEMENT IN THE 
LIGHT OF THE HUMAN. 


Who is this coming up out 
of the waters of baptism, upon 
whom the dove hovers and 
settles, and concerning whom 
Heaven’s voice is heard to 
speak? God marks Him out 
here from all His fellow- 
men. “ Thou art My beloved 
Son.” Not “ Thou art a son, 
a child of Mine,” but “My 
Son.” And, to the Hebrew 
mind, that links Him with all 
the prophecies of the past. 
He is the anointed of God. 
He is the one personage who 
is charged with the great 
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mission of restoring the King- 
dom of God. God marks 
Him in that great word as 
His appointed Messiah, as 
Shiloh, as the Days-man from 
on high, as the Day-spring ; 
all the wondrous words of 
past prophecy are settled 
upon Him, and God marks 
Him as the anointed One for 
the carrying out of the great 
scheme of redemption for the 
human race. And now He 
is standing on the banks of 
Jordan, and we look upon 
Him for the first time with 
amazement and astonishment, 
and wonder if this be the 
beloved. Son of God, what 
has He been doing, where 
has He been in the years 
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preceding this public mani- 
festation? Come back again 
to the question, “Is not 
this the carpenter?” and the 
wonder is presented in a new 
vision, from a new standpoint 
from another side. The Son 
of God, charged with the 
greatest commission that any 
being in heaven or earth has 
ever had to bear, was for 
eighteen years at work in a 
carpenters shop. Now, we 
hardly see the wonder of this 
thing until we look more 
closely at it. I may be 
speaking to some young man 
upon whose heart is lying the 
burden of India, the need of 
China; he is travailing in 
spirit even in this favoured 
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land for the dark masses of 
Africa, he is touched with the 
sacrificial passion of the Son . 
of God to go and save some- 
body, and yet God has shut 
him up here at home. He 
has to live and care for a sick 
one; he cannot go. The fire 
is there, but the door is not 
“open. The passion for men 
consumes him, but God shuts 
him out from service. Now, 
it is only those who know 
something of what that ex- 
perience is who can under- 
stand the strange marvel of 
the Son of God, commissioned 
to do the work that precedes 
your passion, the infinitely 
greater work, holding in 
its grasp of love all the 
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enterprises for the uplifting 
of man. And yet with that 
passion upon Him, with the 
cross ever before Him and 
His ultimate triumph in 
front, every morning He goes 
to the carpenter’s shop, every 
day He does work, every 
night goes home to rest. 
I tell you it is a mystery of 
mysteries to us restless spirits. 
What does it mean? How 
is it that He, the beloved of 
God, the anointed of God, 
can be—there is no irrever- 
ence in saying it—content? 
Now the answer is here. 
Jesus lived in the power of 
the truth which we are so 
slow to learn, that there is 
something infinitely better 
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than doing a great thing for 
God, and the infinitely better 
thing is, to be where God’ 
wants us to be, to do what 
God wants us to do, and to 
have no will apart from His. 
To be able to say: 


I worship Thee, sweet will of God, 
And all Thy ways adore! 

And every day I live, I seem. 
To love Thee more and more. 


Jesus understood that. The 
carpenter’s shop was the will 
of God for Him, and therefore 
He abode in that shop, and 
did the work incidental to -it 
Now pray do not misunder- 
stand me. From the illustra- 
tion I used a moment ago, 
you may come to think that 
I intend to say Jesus did it 
as a duty while He longed 
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for the cross. Nothing of the 
kind. “I delight to do Thy 
will, oh my God.” Go and 
ask Him, talk with Him 
reverently across the distance 
of nineteen hundred years. 
“Oh! Nazarene, where 
would’st Thou rather be to- 
day, here, amongst this work, 
or among the crowd, healing 
and teaching, and preaching 
to them?” and the answer 
would be, “God’s will for me 
is in the carpenter’s shop, and 
therefore, that is the place of 
my joy.” But I am going to 
ask you to press this question 
a little further. Was this a 
capricious matter, this will of 
God for Jesus? Does it not 
look hard and arbitrary that 
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God should have put that 
sfantly soul to such common 
labour? Why not have let 
Him face the conflict and 
get the victory, and return 
to heaven? There was a 
deep necessity in the whole 
arrangement. Let me put it 
superlatively, and say, Cal- 
’ vary’s Cross would have been 
nothing but the-tragic ending 
of a mistaken life if it had 
not been for the carpen- 
ters shop! In that car- 
penter’s shop He fought my 
battles. My hardest fight is 
never fought when there is a 
crowd to applaud or oppose, 
but when I am alone. Now 
that was what Jesus was doing 
for cighteen years. There was 
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no crowd to sing “Hosanna;” 
no other crowd to cry, “ Cru- 
cify Him ;” but alone He did 
His work and faced all the 
subtle forms of temptation 
that beset human kind, and 
one by one He put His con- 
quering foot upon the neck 
of them, until the last was 
baffled and beaten, and His 
enemies were palsied by the 
strong stroke of His pure 
right arm. That is what He 
was doing. There was neces- 
sity for it, and because of 
Nazareth’s shop, there came 
Gethsemane’s garden, and 
Calvary’s cross, and abid- 
ing in the will of God, by 
victory upon victory He won 
His final triumph, and so 
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opened the Kingdom of 
Heaven to all believers. 

Now, beloved, from this 
study what are we to learn? 
I can only write off for you, 
very briefly, one or two les- 
sons, and the first is a rela- 
tive lesson. I never come 
back to this story of the early 
years of Christ and _ read 
what these men of Nazareth 
said about Him _ without 
learning how dangerous a 
thing it is to pronounce my 
little sentence upon any 
single human life. 

Oh! men of Nazareth, down 
in that carpenter’s shop that 
you pass and repass, where 
you sometimes pause and look 
in and see Him at His work, 


; 
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there is the One who spoke 
and it was done, who put 
His compass upon the deep, 
who fashioned all things by 
the word of His power, and 
you have never seen Him, 
and never known Him, and 
your estimate of Him is that 
He is one of you—only a car- 
penter. Job’s judges and 
Christ’s critics are on a level, 
and they are ona level with 
everyone of us who tries to 
pass his sentences upon his 
fellow men. If people ask 
you for your explanation of 
the mysterious circumstances 
of a brother man, tell them 
it is a mystery of God; for 
the moment you suggest that 
there is something wrong 
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somewhere, you may be get- 
ting into the region of blas- 
phemy. Perhaps that man 
has been broken on the 
wheel by the Potter for a re- 
making. “Ifthe Potter break 
it upon the wheel he shall re- 
make it,’ and God’s fairest, 
highest place of service in 
“the land that lies beyond 
will be filled by the men and 
women who have been broken 
upon the wheel on earth. Do 
not let us forget that, and if 
we cannot understand what 
God is doing with that woman 
whose heart is crushed and 
broken with overwhelming 
sorrow, let us be reverently 
silent lest we help the men 
who drive the nails, and 
break the Lord’s own heart. 
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But I gather not only this 
relative lesson; there are per- 
sonal lessons. The first is this: 
the phrase “common task” 
should be struck out of every 
life. Jesus taught us that all 
toil is holy, if the toiler be 
holy. Not for the sake of 
controversy, but as a protest 
against a misconception of 
human life, I tell you that 
no man has any right, simply 
because he preaches or per- 
forms certain functions, to 
speak of himself as a man 
in “holy orders.” The man 
who goes out to work to- 
morrow morning with his bag 
on his back, and his tools in 
it, if he be a holy man, has 
claims to that distinction, 
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and if that man go down 
into the carpenter’s shop and 
saw a piece of timber, the © 
saw is a vessel of the sanc- 
tuary of God, if the man is 
a priest who uses it. All 
service is sacred service. I 
want you to carry this thought 
of the working Christ into all 
the days of the coming week, 
behind the counter and in 
the office, and, beloved sisters, 
if I may say so, in the home, 
also. George Herbert had 
caught the very spirit of this 
lovely thought when he sang 
of the possibility of sweeping 
a room and “ making that and 
the action fine.” Oh! if we 
could but get the Christian 
Church, to say nothing of the 
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outside world, free from the 
stupid and false ideas that this 
kind of work is honourable 
and that is not, what a long 
way we should be on the road 
to the millennium. If every 
business man wrote his letters 
as though Jesus would have 
to look over them, what lovely 
letters we should have. I do 
not know that they would 
have tracts in them; that is 
not my point, but they would 
be true, robust, honest letters, 
Oh! you business men in this 
great city, won’t you do your 
business for Christ, realizing 
that the piece of work you 
do in the counting house may 
be as sacred as my work? 
Sisters, won’t you take the 
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home and make it a holy 
place for the shining of the 
Shekinah? If Christ lived . 
the larger part of His life 
working, then our work is 
smitten through and through 
and lit with a new beauty, 
and we write over it “part 
of God’s work for uplifting 
man.” 

I learn this lesson also, and 
with this I must close :—That 
no man is fit for the great 
places of service who has not 
fitted himself by fidelity in 
obscurity. You want, you 
tell me, to preach the Gospel 
in China. Are you living it 
at home ? God does not want 
men or women to preach His 
Gospel anywhere who have 
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not made it shine in their own 
homes. I do not ask “Can 
you do the great work that 
hangs upon your hearts?” 
but “Areyoudoing the present 
work faithfully?” Are youan 
Endeavourer, do you belong 
to the Open-Air Mission, that 
branch or this branch of the 
Temperance Society, and are 
you so anxious to get to the 
meetings that you rob your 
master of even five minutes of 
his time? Christ does not count 
the service, but the five minutes 
you have stolen. What we want 
is to feel that if we are to doa 
big thing in the public service, 
we must be through and 
through, true in the small 
things of life. The Carpenter’s 
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shop made Calvary not a 
battlefield merely, but a day 
of triumph that lit heaven and 
earth with hope, and if you 
and I would triumph when 
our Calvary comes, we must 
triumph in the little things of 
the common hours. 
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won." —Adberdeen Free Press. 


The Power of the Spirit. 


With additional Extracts from the Writings of 
William Law. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 


Have Mercy upon Me. 


An Explanation and Exposition of the Prayer 
of the Penitent in the Fifty-first Psalm. 
Small crown 8vo, rs. 6d. In superior binding, 
as. 6d. 

“It is done so quietly, with such a mastery of 
all the motives which actuate men, and with such 
power, that it is only on reflection that we 
find out how rare is the gift of the author.”— 

Aberdeen Free Press. 


The Holiest of All. 


An Exposition of the Hebrews. Pott 4to, 6s. 
Waiting on God ! 


Extra pott 8vo, rs. ; roan, 2s. 


Humility: The Beauty of Holiness. 


Tenth Thousand, Cloth extra, pott 8vo, rs. ; 
roan, gilt edges, 2s. 


Let us Draw Nigh. 
Fifth Thousand. Cloth extra, pott 8vo, 1s. ; 
roan, gilt edges, 2s. 
“ Every page affords spiritual delight to devout 
and aspiring souls.” —Christian. 


Why do You not Believe ? 


Tenth Thousand. Cloth extra, pott 8vo, ts. ; 
roan, gilt edges, 2s. 


Be Perfect. 


A Message from the Father in Heaven to His 
Children on Earth. Meditations for a Month. 
Tenth Thousand. Cloth extra, pott 8vo, 1s. ; 
roan, gilt edges, 2s. 

“*We heartily commend this little work. It is 
racious, devout, instructive, and practical.”— 
kvistian. 
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Abide in Christ. 


Thoughts on the Blessed Life or Fellowship 
with the SonofGod. Seventy-third Thousand. 
Small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d., and 1s. net. 


Like Christ. 


Thoughts on the Blessed Life of Conformity 

to the Son of God. A Sequel to ‘‘ Abide in 

Christ.” Thirty-second Thousand. Small 
crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

“Everywhere may be felt a depth of devotion, 

true Scriptural earnestness, together with an 

affectionate simplicity.”—Churchman. : 


With Christ in the School of Prayer. 


Thoughts on our Training for the Ministry of 
Intercession. Thirty-third Thousand. Small 
crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 


Ffoly in Christ. 


Thoughts on the Calling of God’s Children to 
be Holy as He is Holy. Twelfth Thousand. 
Small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 


The Spirit of Christ. 


Thoughts on the Indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
in the Believer and the Church. Seventeenth 
Thousand. Small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 


The Children for Christ. 


Thoughts for Christian Parents on the ‘Conse- 
cration of the Home Life. Tenth Thousand. 
Small crown 8vo, as. 6d. 


The New Life. 


Words of God for Disciples of Christ. Ninth 
Thousand. Small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 
“This book stands out among many of its kind 
as distinguished by a new impulse and freshness 
of thought.” —Scotsman. 


Wholly for God. 


The True Christian Life. A Series of Extracts 
from the Writings of William Law. Selected, 
and with an Introduction by the Rev. ANDREW 
Murray. Crown 8vo, gilt top, 5s. 
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Works by 
Mrs. A. Russell Simpson 


Uniformly bound in cloth gilt. 
With Illustrations. Square 16mo, price 1s. each. 


SUITABLE FOR SABBATH SCHOOL PRIZES, 
AND FOR Curistmas, New YEAR, 
or Birtupay GIFTS. 


Friends and Friendship. 
Fourth Thousand. 


“The various subjects suggested are touched 
with the gentle felicity now familiar to us; and 
the spirit of every page is tender and faithful. 
The quotations are numerous and beautiful.”"— 
British Weekly. 

“Mrs, Somos little books are treasured in 
many a household. This is one of her best, full 
of wise and helpful thoughts. We learn fresh 
and holy lessons from her richly filled pages.”— 
Record. 


Building for God ; or, Houses not Made 


with Hands. 
Fifth Thousand. 


“This little book has a captivating literary 
quality that will secure a reading for it in many 
quarters where distinctly religious works are at a 
discount; but it has something much more precious 
in its spiritual insight and in a sincerity which lays 
hold on the heart.”—Christian Leader. 

‘*An exceedingly interesting and helpful little 
book, in which the analogy between the building 
of a house and the growth of character is developed 
and enforced with tenderness, beauty, and force.” 
—Nonconforniist. 


Gates and Doors. 
Sixth Thousand. 
“Full of anecdote and illustration. Mrs. Simp. 
son’s pleasant pages are well calculated to full 
their author's design.’ '"—Churchman. 


‘Original and stimulating in a high degree.” — 
Liverpool Post. 
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Steps Through the Siream ; or, Morning 
Readings for a Month. 
Eleventh Thousand. 


“A very sweet, quickening, stimulating volume. 
We trust that the work may secure an extended 
sale, and be of much spiritual blessing to God's 
believing people.”’—Mr. SpurGEon in the Sword 
and Trowel. 

‘Its sweetness of tone and beneficence of Spirit 
will make the book a favourite with many. 
Christian. 


Also Small Edition, Mlustrated, price One Penny. 
Steps : Morning Readings for a Week. 


Suitable for School Distribution. 


Beautiful upon the Mountains : Evening 
Readings for a Month. 
Eighth Thousand. 


“© A series of brief readings, thoroughlydevotional, 
earnest, and simple, full of true thought, and ex- 
ceedingly interesting.” —Guardian. 


Wells of Water. 


Aseries of Chapters, Descriptive and Practical, 
on the Wells mentioned in Scripture. Seventh 
Thousand. 


“A series of short studies, meditations, and 
expositions on some among the many passages of 
Scripture which refer to wells and springs. As in 
the preceding volumes of a similar kind from the 
same pen, there is here much earnest, unquestion- 
ing piety, and a felicity i in illustration that many 
a minister may envy.”—Scofsman. 

“*Mrs. Simpson has given us another of her 
fresh and attractive little books. This ‘noon-day 
book’ is both refreshing and suggestive,”— 
Christian. 


A Pitcher Broken at the Fountain. 


Royal 32mo. Price 3d. 
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Series of Books for 
YN oung Men and Girls 


Small crown 8vo, 1s. each, 
Just PuBLISHED. 


Young Men and Girls: Faults and 


Ideals. 

By Rev. J. R. Mitier, D.D., Author of 
‘Silent Times.” Also in paper covers, 6d. 
each. 

Aspiration and Achievement. 
A Book for Young Men. By F. A. ATKINS, 
Editor of ““The Young Man.” 

Life with a Purpose. 


By Rev. J. Rerp Howart. 


First Battles, and How to Fight them. 
By F. A. Atkins, Editor of ‘‘The Young 
Man.” 

Moral Muscle, and How to Use it. 


A Brotherly Chat with Young Men. By F. A. 
Atkins, Editor of “ The Young Man.” With 
an Introduction by Rev. THatn Davipson, 
DD. 


After Hours ; or, The Religion of our 


Leisure Time. 


With an Appendix on How to Form a Library 
for Twenty Shillings. By Rev. J. Rerp 
Howatt. 


How to Study the Bible. 


By Dr. Ciirrorp, M.A.; Professor ELMSLIE, 
D.D.; R. F. Horton, M.A.; Rev. F. B. 
Meyer, B.A.; Rev. H. C. G. Moutg, M.A. 3 
Rev. W. J. Dawson, and others. Third 
Edition. 

Faith's Strong Foundations. 
By Rev. J. Remp Howartr. 


Youth's Ideals. 


By Kev. J. Rerp Howarr. 


Works by the 
Rev. Fames Wells, M.A. 


‘*Mr. Wells is a genius in instructing children.’ 
—Mr. SpurRGEON in the Sword and Trowel. 


Bible Object- Lessons. 


With Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 


Bible Echoes. 


Addresses to the Young. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 


The Parables of Jesus. 


With Illustrations. Crown 8vo, ss. 


Bible Children. 


With Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 


Bible Images. 


With Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 


By the 
Rev. Richard Newton, D.D. 
“Bible Warnings. ; 


With Six Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 


‘*Each address is based on an appropriate text, 
and by the simplicity and clearness of style, and 
the interesting anecdotes by which it is enlivened, 
the work is calculated to attain its object, and help 
the young to escape the dangers to which it refers.” 
—Morning Post. 


The Beauty of the King. 


With Illustrations. Small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 


The Safe Compass, and How it Points. 


With Illustrations. Small crown 8vo, 1s. 6d. 


The King’s Highway ; or, Illustrations 
of the Commandments. 
With Illustrations. Small crown 8vo, 1s. 6d. 
Sermons on Scripture Animals, and the 


Lessons Taught by Them. 


With Frontispiece. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 
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The Christian under Review 


A SERIES OF 
Works on Practicat CuRIstTIAN LIFE. 


Small crown 8vo. 


The Christian’s Influence. By the Ven. 


WILLIAM MAcpDoNALD SINCLaIR, D.D., Arch- 
deacon of London. 2s. 


The Christian’s Start. By the Very Rev. 
the DEan oF Norwicu. 1s. 


The Moral Culture of the Christian. 


By the Rev. James McCann, D.D. 1s. 
The Pathway of Victory. By the Rev. 


Rosert B. GirpLestone, M.A., Hon. Canon 
of Christ Church, and late Principal of Wycliffe 
Hall, Oxford. 1s. 


The Christian’s Recreations. By the Rev. 


Henry Sutton, M.A., Vicar of Holy Trinity, 
Bordesley. 1s. 


The Christian’s Progress. By the Ven. 
G. R. Wynne, D.D., Archdeacon of Agha- 


doe. 1s. 
The Christian’s Duties and Responsi- 


bilities. By the Very Rev. the Dean oF 
NorwIcu. 1s. 


The Christian’s Aims. By the Rev. 


ALFRED Pearson, M.A., Incumbent of St. 
Margaret’s Church, Brighton. 1s. 


The Intellectual Culture of the Christian. 
By the Rev. James McCann, D.D. 1s. 


The Christian’s Privileges. By the Rev. 
W. J. Deane, M.A. is. 


The Christian's Inheritance. By the Rev. 


C. A. GoopHart, M.A., Incumbent of St. 
Barnabas’, Highfield, Sheffield. rs. 
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